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Willis in Particular; being chiefly a Translation of the re-
nowned WEDELIUS, a Publick Professor of Physick, and
Physician to the Duke of Saxony, etc.
London, Printed for William Thackery at the Angel,

and Thomas Yeate at the Bell in Duck-lane. MDCLXXXV.

Concerning the curious court decision referred to on
pages 325 and 385 of the October issue.*

October 25, 1935.
Dear Doctor:
Your letter of October 22 with the enclosed clipping

from the Los Angeles Herald-Express has been received.
I must confess that the first sentence in the newspaper
report gave me quite a shock; however, upon reflection
several facts occurred to me: First, the newspaper article
states that the case being reported arose in the Municipal
Court in Los Angeles. The Municipal Court is the lowest
court of record in Los Angeles. It exercises a jurisdiction
comparable to that of justice of the peace in other counties.
Therefore, whatever the municipal judge may have decided
in the case reported, it is not binding as a precedent upon
other courts through the State. Second, it seems apparent
from the newspaper article that there must have been cir-
cumstances in the case reported which were not known to
the reporter.
With respect to the statement in the article that: "A

doctor who gives emergency treatment in a city in which
there is lno receiving hospital cannot collect a fee if the
patient does not wish to pay. His services are presumed to
be in the interests of humanity." I have no hesitancy in
stating that, generally speaking, this is not the law. It has
always been recognized in this country that where a phy-
sician renders services to a person injured by an accident
rendering him unconscious or otherwise incapable of mak-
ing a request for or expressing consent to the medical serv-
ices, the law will imply a promise from him who received
the benefit of the services to pay for them.
There are a few exceptions to this rule of law, the princi-

pal one being that if there is free ambulance service and
free hospital treatment furnished by the municipality in
which the accident takes place, and if immediate attention
is not required, then a physician who performs services
without a specific request cannot recover the value thereof
(48 Corpus Juris, page 1158). However, the Municipal
Court case reported in the clipping arose in Santa Monica,
where there is no receiving hospital; therefore, the fore-
going exception to the rule that there is an implied promise
to pay for emergency treatment could have no application.

In your letter you asked me whether the California
Medical Association could have the matter properly ad-
judicated in the interests of the medical profession. Of
course, the answer to that question involves a matter of
policy which is properly the function of the Council, rather
than myself. However, in this particular instance I believe
that the Los Angeles Municipal Court decision, if based
upon the facts reported in the newspaper clipping, is
erroneous and would not be followed by other courts in
this State and that, therefore, there is no need at the
present time for the California Medical Association to act.
In any event, this particular case being in the Municipal
Court, could not be taken beyond the Superior Court in
Los Angeles, so that it would be impossible even if the
case should be appealed to get a binding decision. This is
so because practically all Superior Court decisions are not
written. It is only the decisions of the District Courts of
Appeal and the Supreme Court which are rendered in
writing, and it is only those decisions which are written
that may be used in the future as binding precedents.

I hope that I have been able to clear up the doubts cre-
ated in your mind by the newspaper report which you sent
me. If I may be of any assistance to you in the future,
please feel free to call upon me.

Very truly yours,
(Signed) HARTLEY F. PEART.

* This letter, which follows, was written to a member of
the California Medical Association by Mr. Hartley Peart,
General Counsel of the California Medical Association,
and was received after the November issue had gone to
press.

Concerning treatment of Los Angeles County Relief
Administration patients: Formerly treated in Los An-
geles County Hospital; now to be treated in their
homes.

Los ANGELES COUNTY HOSPITAL
November 7, 1935.

Dear Doctor:
The enclosed letter received in my office today is self-

explanatory.
The address of Dr. Louis Boonshaft, Medical Director

of the Los Angeles County Relief Administration, is 741
South Flower Street, Los Angeles; his telephone number
is Michigan 8111, Station 293.

Very truly yours,
P. BERMAN, M. D.,

Medical Director.

Los ANGELES COUNTY HOSPITAL
November 7, 1935.

Mr. Norman R. Martin,
Executive Superintendent,
Los Angeles County General Hospital.

Attention: Dr. P. Berman, Los Angeles County
Hospital....

Dear Sir:
Under instructions from the Superintendent of Chari-

ties [County of Los Angeles], I have been working out,
with the Medical Department of the Los Angeles County
Relief Administration, the details of the transfer of all
L. A. C. R. A. clients being furnished out-patient medical
relief by the Department of Charities. This transfer will
be effective on Tuesday, November 12, in that no new
applicants known to the L. A. C. R. A. will be accepted
by the Department of Charities for out-patient medical
care at the Los Angeles County General Hospital or in
the outlying districts under outside medical relief. As
rapidly as possible, beginning on that date, all patients
now receiving out-patient medical aid from the Depart-
ment of Charities will be transferred to the Los Angeles
County Relief Administration authority.

It has been mutually agreed by both the Los Angeles
County Relief Administration and the [Los Angeles] De-
partment of Charities that, in so far as possible, the pa-
tients will be assigned to the same doctors from whom
they are now receiving treatment, provided these doctors
are members of the L. A. C. R. A. panel. The medical
director for the L. A. C. R. A. has agreed to include all
members of our attending staffs who desire to become
members of his panel.

It is, therefore, suggested that you direct a letter to the
members of your attending staff [of the Los Angeles
County Hospital], suggesting that they communicate with
Doctor Boonshaft and make known to him their desire to
take part in this work and have assigned to them certain
patients now receiving medical care in the out-patient
department of the Los Angeles County Genera! Hospital.

Very truly yours,
REX THOMSON,
Sutperintendent of Charities

[Los Angeles County]
By ARTHUR J. WILL (Signed)

Deputy Superintendent of Charities
[Los Angeles County]

Concerning article by Meyer and Eddie on sylvatic
plague, printed in this issue on page 399.*

TREASURY DEPARTMENT
UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

Bristol Vermont,
October 5, 1935.

To the Editor:-A few days ago I received the en-
closed paper from Dr. K. F. Meyer with a request that
I add my discussion and forward the same to you. His
letter followed me across the continent and reached me

* See also letter in November issue, page 386, concern-
ing a Special Committee on Selvatic Plague.


